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The first edition of “Balancing the Public
Interest” was commissioned by the Office
of the Information Commissioner and
written by Meredith Cook of The
Constitution Unit in 2003. It has been the
Unit’s top-selling title ever since. Megan
Carter (an Honorary Senior Research
Fellow of the Constitution Unit) is an FOI
practitioner and trainer with over twenty
five years’ experience in Australia,
Ireland, and UK FOI matters. Her co-
author, Australian barrister Andrew
Bouris, has over twenty years experience
in administrative law. They have
completely overhauled and revised this
book so that it provides support for FOI

decision-makers in all Westminster-style
jurisdictions. In its 330 pages, 386
relevant cases are analysed in terms of
their public interest arguments, with
reference to 57 more. The main
jurisdictions studied include the United
Kingdom, Scotland, Ireland, Australia
(federal and two states), Canada and New
Zealand. There are 635 footnotes, of
which nearly 500 have clickable links (in
the PDF version included with the book)
to the online locations of the decisions.
Tables of cases listing public interest
arguments, further references and a
detailed index make this an invaluable
resource for FOI practitioners.
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To order this publication from The
Constitution Unit, contact Victoria
Spence at uctqw3a@ucl.ac.uk. When
you write, please provide:

- Your shipping details

- Your purchase order number
(if applicable)

- Reference number and title:
Publication 134 - Freedom of
Information: Balancing the Public
Interest (May 2006)

- Number of copies required

Cheques (in pounds sterling) must be
made payable to University College
London, and UK postal orders are also
accepted. If you have any questions or
would like to pay via BACS, please
contact Victoria directly.

Each copy at £75 includes a printed book
and an electronic copy (a PDF file
supplied on CD-ROM). Discounts are
available for student and multiple orders.
UCL shipping charges are:

UK = £4.00
Europe = £6.00
Other countries = £10.50
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The Unit_

The Constitution Unit
School of Public Policy, UCL
29-30 Tavistock Square
London
WCIH 9QU.

Tel: +44 (0) 207 679 4977
Fax: +44 (0) 207679 4978
constitution@ucl.ac.uk

information Consultants ity /td

ABN 72 083225585
P.O. Box 1777
Ashfield NSW 1800
AUSTRALIA
Tel: +61 (0) 2 9716 7427
Fax: +61 (0) 2 9716 8656

megan.carter@gmail.com

www.freedom-of-information.com.au
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